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National Rural Health Day allows NOSORH, State Offices of Rural
Health and our partners to showcase Rural America and highlight the
efforts of NOSORH, SORHs and others in addressing the unique health-
care needs of rural communities.

Rural communities are wonderful places to live and work, which is
why nearly 62 million people — nearly one in five Americans — call them
home. These small towns, farming communities and frontier areas are
places where neighbors know each other, listen to each other, respect
each other and work together to benefit the greater good.

These rural communities also have unique healthcare needs. Today
more than ever, rural communities must address accessibility issues, a
lack of healthcare providers, the needs of an aging population suffering
from a greater number of chronic conditions, and larger percentages of
un- and underinsured citizens. And rural hospitals — which are often the
economic foundation of their communities in addition to being the pri-
mary providers of care — struggle daily as declining reimbursement rates
and disproportionate funding levels make it challenging to serve their
residents.

National Rural Health Day is an opportunity to “Celebrate the Power of
Rural” by honoring the selfless, community-minded, “can do” spirit of
that prevails in rural America. But it also gives us a chance to bring to
light the unique healthcare challenges that rural citizens face — and
showcase the efforts of rural healthcare providers, State Offices of Rural
Health and other rural stakeholders to address those challenges.

We know there is work to be done, but we also believe there is plenty to
celebrate — and we invite you to join the celebration!
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. Missouri Rural Health Conference

: In celebration of ‘Missouri Rural Health Day’, the Office of Primary
: Care and Rural Health will be holding their annual Missouri Rural
Health Conference on November 18", at the

Hilton Garden Inn in Columbia, MO, from 8:00
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Missouri State Office of Rural Heallt|

e Date

8th Annual

MO Rura Hests onsrence = The conference will focus on raising awareness of
e g unique healthcare issues being faced by rural
Missourians as well as recognizing achievements
that are being made in our rural communities. The
registration form, agenda and meeting information
1s now available on our Rural Health website.

: Please forward this announcement to your agencies
- and community
: partners and encourage their participation in this worthwhile event!

Looking for ways to :
Celebrate the Power of Rule?

Have a “Wear Yellow and Green” day! R\ -

Vlslt the National Organization of State Office of Rural Health’s e [y
(NOSORH) to learn more.

If you , your staff, a rural health facility or hospital in your Community, have
received an award or recognition for a job well done; we would love to highlight their
accomplishments in our Rural Spotlight Newsletter.
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